McLean Citizens Association

Resolution on Full-Day Kindergarten

WHEREAS, under a 3-year phase-in plan adopted before FY 2008 for Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS), all elementary schools were to have full-day kindergarten by FY 2010; and

WHEREAS, in FCPS currently about 100 elementary schools have full-day kindergarten, but  37 elementary schools still have half-day kindergarten; and 

WHEREAS, of the 9 elementary schools in our area, only 2 have full-day kindergarten; and

WHEREAS, while the recession was likely a factor for FCPS to not fully implement its plan to have full-day kindergarten in all elementary schools by FY 2010, such a long delay in fully implementing full-day kindergarten can foster a sense of unfairness in the areas served by these 37 schools that still have half-day kindergarten; and

WHEREAS, on February 3, 2011 the FCPS School Board adopted a motion to implement full-day kindergarten in all its elementary schools beginning in FY 2012, and completing implementation no later than FY 2014, and directing the Superintendent to identify the funding source for the implementation plan in FY 2012 (without increasing the county transfer request), and for the Superintendent to present the plan to the School Board no later than May 2, 2011; and
WHEREAS, the FY 2012 cost of implementing full-day kindergarten in all the remaining 37 schools will only be about $8 million;
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Directors of the McLean Citizens Association that:

1. We commend the School Board for its February 3rd motion on fully implementing full-day kindergarten in all our elementary schools.

2. We urge that the implementation of full-day kindergarten be fully completed in FY 2012.

3. To the extent there is a phase-in, in determining which schools go first we urge FCPS to take into account the dearth of elementary schools in our area that currently have full-day kindergarten.    
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