McLean Citizens Association

Resolution on Water                                              

September 7, 2011

Whereas, under Va. Code Ann. 15.2-2111 and 15.2-2112, municipally-owned water systems have exclusive rights to provide service to customers located both inside their geographical boundaries and to interface areas of overlapping authority, subject to Boards of Supervisors’ decisions to create exclusive service areas; and

Whereas, Falls Church, having been enjoined in 2010 from transferring surplus water service revenues to its general fund, is now imposing an 8% increase to its water rates, already 40% higher than Fairfax Water rates, which will further adversely affect the 92% of its water customers who are Fairfax residents and businesses; and

Whereas, Falls Church Water presently serves portions of Fairview Park, Merrifield, and Tysons Corner, all of which are projecting two-to-five times expansions of utility demand over the next decade; and

Whereas, inevitable water rate increases and bond issues to meet such expansion would cause even greater cost impacts on 11,000 Falls Church City citizens and inequitable costs to the 109,000 Fairfax County customers; and

Whereas, The Fairfax Consumer Protection Commission has delineated seven principles applicable to the towns of Vienna and Herndon, the cities of Fairfax and Falls Church, and Fairfax Water, the implementation of which would improve the operation and cost structure of all five water systems; and

Whereas, both Fairfax and Falls Church officials have expressed a willingness to consider, discuss, analyze, and negotiate a mutually beneficial water management plan in lieu of legal suits and counter suits; now

Therefore, be it resolved that the Board of Supervisors, the County Executive, and the Fairfax County Water Authority be petitioned to engage in conclusive negotiations with the City of Falls Church to form a unified water management  authority, combining the resources of both Falls Church Water and Fairfax Water, to achieve a more equitable cost structure for present Falls Church Water customers, and to better prepare for the commercial and residential expansion planned for Fairfax County and Falls Church; and, further, to explore the inclusion of Fairfax City and the towns of Vienna and Herndon in such an authority at some later date.

Be it further resolved, that if the county chooses to pursue rebates of excess charges it has already paid to Falls Church Water, that it also pursue rebates for similarly affected county residents.


Addressees: Chm. BoS, County Exec., FC Mayor, Vienna Mayor, Herndon Mayor, Chm. Fairfax Water, Supvr. Foust, Supvr. Smith

