McLean Citizens Association

Resolution on Fairfax County FY 2012 Advertised Budget

April 6, 2011
Whereas, the Board of Supervisors directed the County Executive to prepare a budget for FY 2012 that “considers the affordability of taxes for our residents and businesses and attempts to keep the taxes steady with FY 2011”; and

Whereas, County real estate taxes have increased over 100% since FY 2000 while inflation increased 36%; and
Whereas, the Advertised Budget now estimates a surplus revenue of $35 million, which could pay for an approximate $0.018 reduction in the RE tax rate and a $80 saving to the average homeowner; and
Whereas, recent financial reverses and cost increases in basic necessities have eroded both working and retired family operating incomes, despite no cost-of-living or wage increases; now
Therefore, be it resolved that the Board of Supervisors be petitioned to decrease the RE tax rate for FY 2012 to an amount that will keep residential tax revenue at the same level that was received by the County in FY 2011; and
Be it further resolved that the Board of Supervisors direct an additional 1% ($34 million) reduction in county disbursements to provide for “other priorities and unfunded initiatives cited in this budget” or saved for “the required contractually obligated $20 million payment” or “upcoming critical needs” cited in the Citizen’s Guide to the Budget.  Such a reduction should ideally come from administrative overhead functions and consulting contracts, and the Board of Supervisors should announce the priorities to which it is applied.
To: Board of Supervisors

       County Executive

