McLean Citizens Association
Resolution on Water

November 15, 2011

Whereas, on November 1, 2011, the Fairfax County Board of Supervisor approved advertising an ordinance for a public hearing on December 6, 2011, concerning retail water service in Fairfax County; and
Whereas, the County’s proposed ordinance would require that cities and towns that provide public water service beyond their boundaries to customers in Fairfax County justify their rates for water service, if those rates exceed the rates charged by Fairfax Water; and 

Whereas, the proposed ordinance would allow the Board of Supervisors to disapprove the water rates charged by cities and towns to Fairfax County customers if the Board finds that the rates are not fair and reasonable; and
Whereas, the proposed ordinance would also require that new development and redevelopment projects in Fairfax County connect to Fairfax Water’s system, if feasible; and
Whereas, the Fairfax County Consumer Protection Commission recommended on September 20, 2011, that the Board of Supervisors adopt such an ordinance, including both the rate-regulation component and the requirement for new development and redevelopment projects to connect to Fairfax Water, in order to address the long-standing problems associated with water service by the City of Falls Church to customers located in Fairfax County; 

Whereas, the County’s proposed ordinance directly addresses the needs of McLean citizens, ensuring that they will have representation with regard to whether the rates for water service by the City of Falls Church are fair and reasonable; and 

Whereas, the County’s proposed ordinance will help ensure that McLean citizens who have no choice but to buy their water from the City of Falls Church are not forced, through higher water rates, to subsidize the City’s construction of new water infrastructure in the City’s area of service in Fairfax County, including Tysons Corner and Merrifield; and  

Whereas, the McLean Citizens Association, through prior resolutions and letters, has strongly encouraged the Board of Supervisors to take decisive action to address the long-standing problems associated with the City of Falls Church supplying water service to McLean when Fairfax County citizens are not represented on the Falls Church City Council; now

Therefore, be it resolved that the McLean Citizens Association wholeheartedly supports the County’s proposed water-service ordinance and strongly urges the Board of Supervisors to enact it into law. 
Addressees: Chm. BoS, County Exec., FC Mayor, Vienna Mayor, Herndon Mayor, Chm. Fairfax Water, Supvr. Foust, Supvr. Smith

