McLean Citizens Association

FY 2009 Fairfax County School Budget Resolution

WHEREAS, the School Board of Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS) has proposed a FY 2009 School Operating Budget of about $2.3 billion, an increase of about 3.5%, over the FY 2008 approved budget, and about 1.3%, over the FY 2008 estimated budget; and

WHEREAS, total students for FY 2009 are expected to be about 167,400 versus in FY 2008 it is about 166,600 for an increase of about 0.5%; and
WHEREAS, total employees for FY 2009 are expected to decrease about 1.0%; and

WHEREAS, the proposed budget includes a class size increase of 0.5; and 

WHEREAS, there is a desire to provide quality education for the children in Fairfax County; and 

WHEREAS, there is a desire to avoid increases in burdensome residential property taxes; and

WHEREAS, approval of the proposed budget would result in a county transfer increase of about 4%; and the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors (BOS) has proposed a zero increase in the county transfer for a difference of about $64 million; and

WHEREAS, FCPS receive proffers from real estate developers that are grossly inadequate to cover FCPS costs incurred due to additional students from new development, and such amounts are less than the amounts generally proffered in nearby jurisdictions, thus creating a further burden on residential property taxes; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Directors of the McLean Citizens Association that:

1. We support the proposed increase in the county transfer to the extent feasible in terms of overall county budget needs.
2. In our tough budget environment where there is expected to be a reduction in needed resources for general education, we recommend that consideration be given to somewhat reducing the amount of increase in resources for special education. 

3. We urge the BOS and the School Board to take required steps to increase the proffer for schools to a level that more appropriately recovers forward-looking costs incurred due to additional students from new developments. 
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