
McLean Citizens Association

FY 2010 Fairfax County School Budget Resolution

WHEREAS, the School Board of Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS) has proposed a FY 2010 School Operating Budget of about $2.2 billion, a reduction of about $10 million or about .5% under the FY 2009 approved budget, and about $74 million or 3.2% under the FY 2009 estimated budget; and

WHEREAS, total students for FY 2010 are expected to be about 174,400 versus about 169,900 for FY 2009 for an increase of about 2.6%; and
WHEREAS, the proposed budget includes a class size increase of 0.5; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed budget includes no pay increase for teachers and other staff; and 

WHEREAS, there is a desire to provide quality education for the children in Fairfax County; and 

WHEREAS, there is a desire to avoid increases in residential property taxes especially considering the difficult fiscal environment; and

WHEREAS, approval of the proposed budget would result in a county transfer increase of about 3.5%; and the Fairfax County Executive has proposed a zero increase in the county transfer for a difference of about $57 million; and  
WHEREAS, FCPS receive proffers from real estate developers that are grossly inadequate to cover FCPS costs incurred due to additional students from new development, and such amounts are less than the amounts generally proffered in nearby jurisdictions, thus creating a further burden on residential property taxes; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Directors of the McLean Citizens Association that:

1. We support the proposed increase in the county transfer to the extent feasible in terms of overall county budget needs, subject to a possible increase received from the Federal stimulus program.  If there is a reduction in the increase in actual student enrollment from what is projected in the budget, there should be an adjustment downward in the county transfer for related cost savings.
2. We request FCPS to ask the Virginia government to allow the FY 2010 school year to be shortened to below the 180 day current state minimum, as an emergency measure in light of the current fiscal situation, by ending the school year earlier in June, to the extent FCPS deems necessary to have a class size increase of no more than 0.5 for the 2009-2010 school year.
3. We urge the BOS and the School Board to take required steps to increase the proffer for schools to a level that more appropriately recovers forward-looking costs incurred due to additional students from new developments. 
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