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     The Transportation Committee met at the Dulles Rail Project offices in Tysons Corner 
on March 9, 2005 at 9 am to receive a briefing on the status of the rail project and a tour 
of the project offices.   The briefing included the information that the Dulles rail project 
has been placed on the Recommended list by the US Department of Transportation and 
Federal Transit Administration for new starts as the result of a merit analysis process.   
This step qualifies the project of one of 14 nationally that can receive federal funds for 
new starts construction, and is a major step.  Additionally the Federal Transit 
Administration has issued a Record of Decision to move forward with the project.  
Together these steps indicate the project is moving rapidly toward construction, which is 
currently scheduled to begin in December 2006.  
 
     VDOT and VDRPT are in the planning stage of programs to mitigate congestion and 
keep traffic moving during the construction of the rail project.  VDOT is applying its 
expertise gained from the Springfield mixing bowl and Woodrow Wilson bridge projects. 
In other business, the Transportation Committee has agreed to hold a joint meeting with 
the Planning & Zoning Committee to hear a presentation on the Tysons Corner Center 
mixed use rezoning request.  No date has been set for that meeting, but it should be in 
March or April.   
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