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MCA TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE QUARTERLY REPORT 
April 29, 2005 

 
     The Transportation Committee held a well attended meeting with Providence 
Supervisor Linda Smyth on January 18, 2005 to hear about the Tysons Corner 
Transportation Study being undertaken by the County at Sup. Smyth’s request.  Sup. 
Smyth stated that the Tysons study is part of a countywide transportation study being 
conducted by the County this year.  The work plan includes opportunity for public input 
and we requested to be included in any such opportunities.   
 
     Sup. Smyth explained that the study will use a new computer modeling process to 
explore various scenarios of future development in Tysons Corner.  The model will 
attempt to predict transportation impacts of the various scenarios.  MCA President Susan 
Turner and others present at the meeting expressed community concerns that any such 
study capture the impact of additional automobile traffic from new development, 
particularly on the communities surrounding Tysons Corner, such as McLean.  Others 
expressed concern that the study not be limited to existing transportation plans, but rather 
consider changes in traffic patterns or additional transportation improvements that could 
alleviate traffic congestion problems at Tysons Corner. 
 
     Sup. Smyth said that the study would take most of the year 2005, and that results of 
the study will be used to consider the plan nominations that have been filed for Tysons 
Corner.  When asked about the structure of any planning effort for Tysons she said the 
precise structure for such an effort has not been decided, but that it would likely involve  
subgroups detailed to examine transit station areas.  The meeting gave full consideration 
to all concerns by those in attendance.   
 
     The Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB) voted unanimously on February 17 
to raise the tolls on the Dulles toll road by 25 cents at the main toll plaza and exit ramps 
to finance the Dulles rail Phase one project which will extend Metro rail through Tysons 
Corner and to Wiehle Avenue in Reston.  It is anticipated that another toll increase would 
occur in about 2010 to finance Phase two, rail to Dulles Airport and Loudoun County.  
The CTB action, although widely discussed in the EIS process as a possible financing 
tool, was taken with only about two weeks notice to the public.   

 
     The Transportation Committee met at the Dulles Rail Project offices in Tysons Corner 
on March 9, 2005 to receive a briefing on the status of the rail project and a tour of the 
project offices.   The briefing included the information that the Dulles rail project has 
been placed on the Recommended list by the US Department of Transportation and 
Federal Transit Administration for new starts as the result of a merit analysis process.   
This step qualifies the project of one of 14 nationally that can receive federal funds for 
new starts construction, and is a major step.  Additionally the Federal Transit 
Administration has issued a Record of Decision to move forward with the project.  
Together these steps indicate the project is moving rapidly toward construction, which is 
currently scheduled to begin in December 2006.  
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 Members of the Transportation Committee have continued to participate in the 
monthly HJR 276 meetings on interim transportation improvements in the Tysons area. 
 
 On January 20, 2005, the Commonwealth Transportation Board approved the 12-
lane HOV/HOT Beltway between the Springfield Interchange and the American Legion 
Bridge.  On April 28, 2005, a contract was made with Fluor Corporation and Transurban 
Group to add two HOT lanes in each direction to the Beltway from Springfield to 
Georgetown Pike to open in 2010.  It accepted the MCA recommendation for direct 
access to HOT lanes in the Tysons area.  With respect to the MCA recommendation that 
the use of HOT lanes be coordinated with the State of Maryland, Maryland is now in an 
early stage of studying Beltway HOT lanes on its side of the Potomac River.  There will 
be a continuing need to coordinate with respect to toll policy and road design details and 
the MCA must be prepared to do this in the unprecedented context of working with 
private organizations whose capital is financing the improvements and who expect to 
make profits from the tolls. 
 
 The Transportation Committee reviewed the “On the I-66 Inside The Beltway 
Feasibility Study” and has made recommendations to the MCA Board that include among 
other things the use of HOT lanes that recognize significantly more fuel-efficient 
automobiles and the use of toll revenues for future Metrorail improvements.   
      
 


