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October 3, 2006 

 
 

Noise Barrier on Beltway 
 
  
Whereas, three neighborhood associations, representing the Saigon, Scotts Run, and Beaufort Park 
neighborhoods of McLean, presented credible testimony that the traffic noise generated by the Beltway 
adversely impacts each of these neighborhoods and also that the traffic noise is increasing; 
 
 Whereas, the Virginia Department of Transportation has not conducted a noise study in the past seven 
years or more and the previous study was questioned as to its accuracy because of the location of the 
sound-measuring devices during the previous tests; 
 
 Whereas, applicable Virginia law requires the Virginia Department of Transportation  to mitigate traffic 
noise generated by a new highway project or the expansion of an existing highway; 
 
Whereas, these three neighborhoods are located within the geographical area labeled “13A” in the 
Capital Beltway Study of the HOT Lanes project;  
 
Whereas, the current plans for the proposed HOT Lanes call for the HOT Lanes to terminate/originate 
at a point on the Beltway where the Old Dominion Road overpass crosses the Beltway and, therefore, 
the 13A Area is located just beyond the portion of the Beltway that will be affected by the HOT Lanes;  
 
Whereas, as motorized vehicles will merge into or off the HOT Lanes on that portion of the Beltway 
that abuts the 13A Area, the HOT Lanes will increase the level of traffic noise on the Beltway at the 
13A Area; 
 
Whereas, VDOT procedures regarding proposed noise barriers include a cost/benefit analysis: The 
cost of the proposed noise barrier project is divided by the number of residences that are within 1,000 
feet of the highway and, thus, are affected by the traffic noise; and VDOT approves those proposed 
projects which cost $30,000 per residence or less;  
 
Whereas, the VDOT cost/benefit analysis of the 13A Area (with a cost of $610,000 and 19 affected 
residences) yielded a cost of $32,000 per residence; 
 
Whereas, the Scotts Run Neighborhood Association has cause to conclude that VDOT’s count of 
affected residences within 1,000 feet of the Beltway did not include some or all of 11 residences on 



Blaise Trail and immediately adjacent thereto; 
 
Whereas, in the 13A Area, Scotts Run Park abuts the Beltway, this Fairfax County Park is designated 
as a nature preserve with walking trails, and traffic noise is detrimental to the purpose of a nature 
preserve;  
 
Whereas, the VDOT procedures for the cost/benefit analysis assign a value to parks on a 
case-by-case basis, but the VDOT cost/benefit analysis of the 13A Area did not assign any value to 
Scotts Run Park; 
 
Whereas, VDOT has advised the abutting neighborhood located in the 13B Area that the HOT Lanes 
project will provide a noise barrier for the 13B Area, even though the VDOT cost-benefit analysis 
shows that this noise barrier will cost $33,800 per residence for the 13 affected residences in the 13B 
Area;  
 
Whereas, on the east side of the Beltway, directly opposite the 13A Area, there is a noise barrier that 
shelters the 13E Area;  
 
Whereas, the VDOT’s analysis of costs and benefits should include the ratio of the cost of the 
proposed project to the value of the affected residences because traffic noise adversely affects the 
market value of these residences; and  
 
Whereas, the current Fairfax County tax valuation of the 19 affected residences in these three 
neighborhoods far exceeds the $610,000 cost of the noise barrier; 
 
Now Therefore be it Resolved that the McLean Citizens Association supports the Virginia 
Department of Transportation’s conducting an updated study of the current traffic noise generated by 
the Beltway in the area that is designated in the Capital Beltway Study as 13A and which includes the 
Saigon neighborhood, the Scotts Run neighborhood, and the Beaufort Park neighborhood; 
 
Further be it resolved that the McLean Citizens Association urges that the Virginia Department of 
Transportation confer with these three neighborhood associations regarding the conduct of the study to 
assure that the measuring devices are placed and timed properly to measure accurately the noise levels 
of each of the neighborhoods, and that noise impacts on Scotts Run Park be included in such a study 
and in any cost-benefit analysis.  
 
 
 
  


